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THE 

LIFE  OF  ROBERT  NIXON, 

COMMON  LV  CALLED 


Phr  Prf»pbrcy  of  Nixon  lin«5  so  often  givon  a  name  io  the 
trodiiclioiis  of  author'^  of  difterent  princijili  s.  that  it  is  riow 
list  become  a  doubt  wbefh^T  such  a  person  ever  existeil. 
'assing  through  Cheshire  lately,  curiositv  h  d  me  to  eoqiiire 
irhat  credit  these  legends  bore  among<t  the  natives;  and  I 
ras  not  a  liitle  surprised  to  fvid  with  what  confidence  they 
elated  events  which  have  come  to  pa«s  within  the  memory 
f  many  of  the  it]  habitants;  and  how  strictly  they  ad  tiered 
3  the  notion,  that  he  would  not  fail  in  the  rest.  Amongst 
his  number  was  a  name^^ake  and  descendant  of  tlie  same 
imil  v  with  this  famous  idiot,  who  at  this  time  lives  not  far 
rom  Vale-Royal,  from  whom  I  had  mostly  what  follows, 
rhich  he  said  he  had  often  heard  his  father  and  oth^  r  an- 
ient people  in  the  country  relate.  I  also  obtained  a 
aanuscript  copy,  which  seemed  to  bear  the  appearance  of 

ntiquity.  ftJr.  Cierrard,  Mr.  Grimes,  and  many  others 

f  the  inhabitants  of  the  forest  of  Dela mere,  very  obliiii  i»ly 
old  me  what  they  knew,  and  corffirn»ed  what  was  j  ast. 

John  or  Jonathan  Nixon,  the  f;ither  of  oiir  pioph»  t, 
ras  a  husbandman,  who  held  the  lease  of  a  farm  from  iho 
.bi»ey  of  Vale-Royal,  to  this  day  known  by  the  nairie  of 
ferk  or  Bridge-hon«e,  in  the  pari-h  of  0\er  near  New- 
church,  and  not  far  from  Vah  -Royal,  on  the  forest  of  Dc- 
amere,  which  house  is  still  k^pt  up  and  \enera»ed  by  the 
mtives  of  C'liesbire,  for  nothing  els«»,  that  I  couhl  hear  of, 
mi  this  « xtraordiriary  prr«or»'s  birth,  which  took  place  on 
^Vhitsuntide.  and  he  wa«  chr  i-teru  d  by  the  name  of  Robert, 
n  the  year  14()7.  about  the  7tli  year  of  Kdvi-ard  IV.:  and 
rom  his  infancy  he  was  lemarKal  le  for  a  stupi<lity  and  in- 
incible  ignorance,  so  that  it  was  with  great  d.fficuhy  liis 
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parents  could  instruct  him  to  drive  the  team,  tend  the  ctfl 
tie,  and  such  sort  of  rustic  employments. 

His  parents,  at  their  decease,  left  the  farm  and  ourRob( 
very  young,  to  the  care  of  an  elder  brother,  with  whom  ' 
first  gave  an  instance  of  that  fore-knowledge  which  rendcs  i'^ 
his  name  so  famous. 

As  he  was  driving  the  team  one  day,  whilst  his  brothei 
man  guided  the  plough,  he  pricked  an  ox  so  very  cruel 
with  his  goad,  that  the  plough-holder  threatened  to  a 
quaint  his  master ;  on  which  Nixon  said,  the  ox  shou 
not  be  his  brother's  three  days  hence ;  which  according 
happened,  for  a  life  dropping  in  the  estate,  the  lord  of  tl  ni 
manor  took  the  same  ox  for  an  heriot.* 

During  his  residence  here,  he  was  chiefly  distinguish' 
for  his  simplicity,  seldom  spoke,  and  when  he  did,  it  w 
with  so  rough  a  voice  that  it  was  painful  to  hear  him  ;  1  V 
was  remarkably  satirical,  and  what  he  said  had  general 
some  prophetic  meaning.  It  was  about  this  time,  that  fl 
monk  of  Vale-Royal,  having  displeased  him,  he  said, 
an  angry  tone,  ! 

When  you  the  Harrow  come  on  high, 
Soon  a  raven's  nest  will  be  ; 

which  is  well  known  to  have  come  to  pass  in  the  person 
Uie  last  abbot  of  that  place,  whose  name  was  Harro\ 
Being  called  before  Sir  Thomas  Holcroft,  he  was  put 
death  for  denying  the  supremacy  of  King  Henry  VII 
Having  suppressed  the  abbey,  the  King  gave  the  doma: 
to  this  knight  and  his  heirs,  who  bore  a  raven  for  the; 
crest. 

At  another  time  he  told  them  that  Norton  and  VaL 
Royal  Abbies  should  meet  on  Acton-bridge,  a  thing  at  \ 
time  looked  upon  as  improbable ;  yet  those  two  abbies  bein 
pulled  down,  the  stones  were  used  for  the  purpose  of  r( 
pairing  the  bridge  ;  and,  what  .was  more  improbable  stil 
a  small  thorn,  growing  in  the  Abbey-yard,  would  becon] 
its  door.  We  may  easily  guess,  no  one  thought  this  la' 
would  ever  come  to  pass,  and  especially  as  it  was  undei 
stood  by  every  one,  at  that  time  of  day,  that  thorns  neve  ^ 
grew  so  large.;  but  this  shews  the  uncertain  meaning  of  ^ 

•  Or  an  acknowledgment,  which,  by  the  tenure  of  some  estates, 
given  to  every  new  lord  of  a  maiwr. 
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rophecy,  and  that  what  we  understand  one  way,  is  possi- 
y  meant  quite  different ;  so  it  happened  in  this  case,  for, 
the  Reformation,  the  savage  ravagers,  under  the  sanction 
religion,  sought  nothing  but  rapine  and  plunder  to  enrich 
emselves,  and  under  the  name  of  banishing  superstition 
d  pulling  down  idolatry,  spared  not  even  the  most  revered 
leaments  of  antiquity,  the  most  sacred  piles,  the  most  no- 
9  structures,  or  most  valuable  records,  books  written  by 
r  most  venerable  forefathers  and  heroic  ancestors.  Pieces 
the  nicest  paint,  and  figures  of  the  best  workmanship, 
ing  all  lost,  irrecoverably  lost,  in  one  common  fit  of  de- 
uctive  zeal,  which  every  hue  and  cry  is  too  apt  to  raise 
the  breast  of  a  hot-headed  bigot ;  whilst  the  truly  reli- 
^us,  honest,  and  learned  men  regret,  to  this  day,  the  loss 
>se  destructive  times  has  occasioned.  Whilst  these  reach- 
Vale-Royal,  this  thorn,  amongst  the  rest,  being  cut  down, 
is  cast  in  the  door-way,  to  prevent  sheep,  which  grazed 
the  court,  from  going  in. 

But  the  Reformation  he  declares  in  still  plainer  terms  ; 
he  says, 

A  time  shall  come  when  priests  and  monks 
Shall  have  no  churches  nor  houses, 
And  places  where  images  stood 
Lined  letters  shall  be  good, 
English  books  thro'  churches  are  spread, 
There  shall  be  no  holy  bread. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  recite  every  particular  he  is  said 
have  foretold,  which  regard  either  private  families  or  past 
casions.  However,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention  what 
fresh  in  every  one's  memory,  who  lives  near  Delamere 
)rest,  and  was  vouched  to  me  by  several  of  the  oldest  in- 
kbitants : 

Thro'  Weaver-hall  shall  be  a  lone,*  ' 
Ridley- pool  shall  be  sown  and  mown, 
And  Darnel-park  shall  be  hacked  and  hewn. 

The  two  wings  of  Weaver-hall  are  now  standing,  and 
(tween  them  is  a  cart-road ;  Ridley-pool  is  filled  up,  and 
ade  good  meadow  land ;  and  in  Darnel-park  the  treei 
cut  down,  and  it  is  made  into  pasture  ground. 
•  The  term  used  in  this  country  for  a  lane. 


C  The  Life  and  Prophecies  of 


f  was  nho  n««nred,  that  he  foretold  the  use  of  hroad  '* 
wheeUi  <fec  .  Hinl  that  the  town  of  N^rthvvich,  now  a  con- 
sidt  rahle  place  of  trade  for  sah,  will  he  destroyed  hy  water,!'* 
wljicii  i-J  expecfrd  to  corae  to  pas^.  hy  tlie  natives  of  Clieshire/P^i' 
as  njnch  a^  anv  other  part  of  his  projihecy  has  done;  and  * 
80>ne  urge,  that  the  riavigal»le  cuts  lately  made  are  ti»e  water 
meant  ;  l)iit  whetlier  a  pre'pidice  against  those  useful  iin-^ 
provt  ments  ujay  nut  have  given  rise  to  this  notion,  time  only 
can  dettjrmine.  \ 

But  what  rendered  Nixon  the  most  noticed  wa«,  that  at 
the  rime         \  the  hattle  of  Bos  won  li -field  was  fought  be- 
tween  King  Rirhard  the  Third,  and  King  tienry  the  8e- 
veiitli.  he  stopped  his  team  on  a  sudden,  and  poinung  with  li^'^ 
his  whip  from  one  land  to  the  other,  cru*d,  **  Now  Richard !  M 
Now  tiarry  !"  several  times;  till  at  la-t,  he  said,  ^^Now^^^ 
Ilairy,  get  over  that  ditch,  and  you  gain  the  day."  'J'he 
ploiigli-holder,  amazed,  related  what  had  past  u  lien 
canni  home,  and  the  truth  of  the  prediction  was  verilied  hy 
special  messengers,  sent  to  announce  the  proclaaiatiou  of 
King  IJenry  of  England  on  the  field  oi  batde.  ,5^ 

The  messenger,  who  went  this  circuit,  related  on  hi-  re-  j|y 
turn  the  prediciion  of  Nixon  concerning  the  King's  success;|jij 
which,  though  it  had  been  confirmed  by  his  arrival,  had  ] 
luade  it  no  news  to  the  natives  of  those  parts;  but  fienry, 
perhaps  the  wisest  prince  of  his  time,  not  willing  to  be  Oe- 
ceived,  nor  yet  doubting  the  dispensations  of  Providence,  g 
though  by  the  mouth  of  a  fool,  sent  the  same  messenger  g| 
back  to  tind  Nixon,  and  to  bring  him  bt  fore  him.    At  ihe 
moment  tlie  king  gave  his  orders,  our  prophet  was  in  the  ^ 
lown  of  Over,  about  which  he  ran  like  a  madman,  decia- 
ring  the  king  had  sent  for  him,  and  that  lie  must  go  to  jj, 
court,  and  there  be  clammed,  that  is.  starved  to  death.  ^ 
Suirh  a  declaration  occasioned  a  grt  at  deal  of  laughing  in  ,|^. 
the  town,  to  thiidc  that  his  Majesty,  so  noted  for  his  wis-  j^,^ 
dom,  should  senu  for  a  dirty  diiveihng  clown  to  louit.  and  j 
that,  being  sent  for.  he  should  I'enr  to  be  starved  thtnc  ;  but 
liow  great  was  iheir  surprise,  in  a  few  dnys  after.  wh^'U  the 
messenger,  pa-sing*  tii rough  tht?  lown.  dt  nianded  a  guide  to  | 
find  Nixon,  who  (tlien  turning  the  spit  at  ids  brother's  at  |j . 
the  Bark-h(iusc». )  cried.     He  i<  coujing,  he  is  now  on  the 
road  for  me;'"   but  tlie  asto  .isliraent  nf  the  fannly  can  j^/ 
scarcely  be  imagined,  wlien,  on  lue  messenger  s  arrival,  ho 
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emanded  Nixon  in  the  king's  namo  :  (be  prople,  who  hc- 
ore  scoffed  at  his  simple  a})pearanee  and  odd  saving's,  and 
od  pointed  to  the  very  children  to  make  him  iheir  sportp 
rere  now  confounded,  on  finding  the  most  ri<hculous  of  all 
e  ever  foretold  (in  tlieir  opinion)  become  a  truth,  which 
/as  vouched  to  their  own  eyes.  Wliilst  hurried  through 
le  country,  Nixon  still  loudly  lamented,  that  lie  was  going 
>  be  starved  at  court. 

i  lie  had  no  sooner  arrived  there,  tlian  the  caution*;  king, 
jilling  to  make  trial  of  ids  foreknowledge,  de\  ised  tbe  ful- 
wing  scheme  to  prove  it.  Having  bid  a  wduable  diamond 
ng,  which  he  commonly  wore,  after  the  most  seemingly 
rict  enquiry,  made  through  tbe  palace,  wbether  any  ouo 
id  seen  it;  he  sent  for  Nixon,  telhng  him  what  a  loss  ho 
id  sustained,  and  that  if  he  coidd  not  help  l,im  to  find  it, 
5  had  no  hopes  left.  But  how  much  surprised  was  tho 
ng,  when  he  got  for  answer  that  old  pru\erb, 

lie  who  hideth  can  find  : 

1  which  he  declared  with  a  smilo,  that  ho  had  done  this 
ily  to  try  the  prophet ;  but  ever  affer  ordered  thai  wijal  he 
id  should  be  carefidly  put  in  vvriiing. 
To  prevent  Nixon's  being  starved,  bis  Majesty  gave  er- 
rs for  him  to  have  the  liberty  to  range  through  ihe  wbolo 
lace,  and  the  kitchen  was  to  be  bis  more  constarjl  dwell- 
g.  Hesides  which,  an  officer  was  ap|H/irited  to  take  care 
at  he  was  neither  misused  nor  afi routed  by  the  servants, 
r  at  a  loss  for  any  necessary  of  lil'e.  'i  bus  sitiiati  d,  one 
)uld  have  thought  w^ant  could  never  have  reached  him  : 
t  one  day,  as  the  king  w'as  going  out  to  bis  bunting-seat, 
ixon  ran  to  him  cryint?,  and  begged,  in  tbe  mo-t  moving 
•ms,  that  he  n.ight  not  be  left,  foi  that,  if  be  wa>j,  bis  Mo- 
\iy  would  never  see  him  again  a!iv«' ;  that  he  should  be 
irved ;  that  now  was  the  lime,  and  if  he  ua-i  lelt  he  must 

The  kinsc,  whose  thoughts  were  doubtles«5  fixed  on  the 
version  he  was  going  to,  and  suppcwing  tbe  matter  so  very 
likely  to  come  to  pass,  only  said  that  it  was  inj possible, 
d  recommended  him  stronirly  to  tbe  ofiicer  s  care  ;  but 
ircely  was  the  king  gone  from  tlie  jialact  -^at<'.  wb«  n  Ibo 
rvanls  mocked  and  leased  Nixon  to  such  a  degree,  that 
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the  ofEcer,  to  prevent  these  insults,  locked  him  up  in  a 
oloset,  and  suffered  no  one  but  himself  to  attend  on  him, 
thinking  that  he  should  prevent  this  part  of  his  prophecy 
from  coming  true  :  but  a  message  of  great  importance  com- 
ing from  the  king  to  this  very  officer,  he,  in  his  readiness 
to  obey  the  royal  command,  forgot  to  set  poor  Nixon  at 
liberty,  and  though  he  was  but  three  days  absent,  when 
he  recollected  his  prisoner,  he  found  him  at  his  return,  dead, 
as  he  had  foretold,  of  hunger. , 

Thus  evidenced,  with  what  is  past,  stands  his  prophecy 
in  every  mouth  in  Cheshire ;  yet  a  greater  affront  cannot 
be  given  than  to  ask  a  copy  from  the  families  said  to  be 
possessed  of  it.  Every  possible  means,  it  is  well  known, 
has  been  used  to  smother  the  truth,  perplex  the  curious, 
and  even  to  abolish  the  very  remembrance  that  such  an  one 
evor  existed,  but  from  what  reason  cannot  appear,  except 

that  it  is  foretold  that  the  heir  of  O  is  to  meet  with 

some  ignominious  death  at  his  own  gate,*  with  other  family 
events,  which,  though  no  person  or  time  being  perfectly 
distinguished,  may  perhaps  occasion  this  secrecy. 

I  must  also  observe,  that  the  cross  on  Delamere  forest, 
that  is,  three  steps,  and  the  socket  in  which  the  cross  form- 
erly stood,  is  now  sunk  within  a  few  inches  of  the  ground, 
though  all  remember  to  have  seen  it  within  the  memory  of 
man,  nearly  six  feet  above,  the  cross  itself  having  been  de- 
stroyed long  since.  It  is  also  remarkable,  that  Headless 
Cross  is  mentioned  by  Merlin  de  Rymer,  and  most  other 
English  and  Scotch  prophets,  as  the  last  place  in  England 
on  which  it  is  supposed  a  decisive  action  will  happen  ;  but 
as  to  any  fixed  period,  when  the  things  will  come  to  pass, 
I  cannot  learn,  being  all  mentioned  with  the  greatest  un- 
eertainty. 

♦  A  few  years  ago,  (since  the  above  was  written,)  Mr.  E  ,  o{ 


O— — ,  was  killed  by  a  fall  from  his  horse,  at  his  own  gate,  as  he  was 
wturuing  from  hunting. 


THE 

ORIGINAL  PREDICTIONS 

OP 
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When  a  raven  shall  build  in  a  stone  lion's  montby 

On  a  church  lop  beside  the  grey  forest, 
Then  shall  a  King  of  England  be  drove  from  bis  crown, 

And  return  no  more. 

When  an  eagle  shall  sit  on  the  top  of  Vale-royal  bonse, 
Then  shall  an  heir  be  born,  who  shall  live  to  see  great  trouble* 
in  England. 

There  shall  be  a  miller  named  Peter, 

With  two  heels  on  one  foot, 
Who  shall  distinguish  himself  bravely, 

And  shall  be  knighted  by  the  victor  : 
For  foreign  nations  shall  invade  England  ; 

But  the  invader  shall  be  killed, 
And  laid  across  a  horse's  back, 

And  led  in  triumph. 
A  boy  shall  be  born  with  three  thumbs  on  one  hand, 

Who  shall  hold  three  Kings'  horses, 
Whilst  England  three  times  is  won  and  lost  in  one  day. 

But  aftei  this  shall  be  happy  days, 

A  new  set  of  people  of  virtuous  manners 
Shall  live  in  peace. 
But  the  wall  of  Vale- Royal  near  the  pond  shall  be  the  token  o! 
its  truth, 

For  it  shall  fall : 

If  it  fall  downwards. 
Then  shall  the  church  be  sunk  for  ever : 
But  if  it  fkll  upwards  against  a  hill, 
Then  shall  the  church  and  honest  men  live  still. 

Under  this  wall  shall  be  found  the  bones  of  a  British  Kin^« 
Peckforton  mill  shall  be  removed  to  Ludinglon-hill, 
And  three  days  blood  shall  turn  Noginshire  mill. 
But  beware  of  a  chance  to  the  lord  of  Oulton, 

Lest  he  should  be  hanged  at  his  own  door» 

A  crow  shall  sit  on  the  top  of  Headless  Cross, 

In  the  forest  so  grey, 
And  drink  of  the  nobles'  gentle  blood  so  free. 
Twenty  hundred  horses  shall  want  masters, 

Till  their  girths  rot  under  their  bellies. 

Thro'  our  own  money  and  our  own  men. 

Shall  a  dreadful  war  begin; 
Between  the  tickle  and  the  suck^ 
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All  Rns:lnnd  shall  have  a  pluck;  'i 
A»ul  bt-  fifvenil  linrieH  forswoiii,  f 
A'ul  put  to  ilieir  wits'  end,  ^ 
T  wU  it  shiill  nol  be  know  n,  wfeethe?  to  r*»ap  thifir  corn, 
Bui  J  Iheir  dead,  or  go  to  the  field  to  fijchl. 

A  j^reat  scarcity  of  bread  corn. 
Foreign  nations  shall  invade  Englund  with  snow  on  their  helmett 
And  shall  biin&r  plague,  tamine,  and  tnurder  in  the  ^kirl:*  ot  the 

gaiment.s. 

A  great  tax  will  be  granted  but  never  gathered. 

Between  a  lirk  and  two  trees, 
A  lanious  battle  lought  shall  be. 

L  mdon  streets  slmll  run  with  blood. 

And  at  la<t  shall  sink, 
S<i  tliat  it  shall  be  Inltilled, 
Liticoln  was,  London  is,  and  York  ehall  be 

The  finest  city  ol  the  three. 
There  will  be  three  gates  to  London  of  imprisoned  men  U 
cowsters. 

Then  if  >ou  have  three  cows,  at  tlie  first  gate  seH  one,  and  kec 
thee  at  home. 

At  the  second  gate  sell  the  other  two,  and  keep  thee  nt  borne* 

At  the  last  gate  all  shall  be  done. 

When  summer  in  winter  shall  come. 
And  l  eace  is  made  at  everj*  man's  home, 
^i'heri  shall  be  danger  of  war  ; 
For  Iho'  with  peace  at  nieht  the  nation  ring. 
Men  shall  use  lo  war  in  the  morning. 
Theie  w.ll  be  a  winter  Council,  a  careful  Christmas,  and 
bloody  Lent. 

In  those  days  there  shall  be  hatred  and  bloodshed, 
I'he  father  asfainst  the  son,  and  the  son  against  the  father. 
That  one  mav  have  a  house  for  lifting  the  latch  of  the  doofjj 
Lan  llords  s  mil  stand,  with  hats  m  their  h^inds,  1 
To  desire  tenants  to  hold  their  lands.  m 

Great  wars  and  pressing  of  soldiers,  fl 
But  at  last  clubs  and  clouted  shoes  shall  carry  the  day.  v 

It  will  be  afooJ  in  Ihe-^e  days,  for  a  man  to  sell  his  goods  and  kee 

close  at  home. 
Th^^n  forty  pounds  in  hand 
Will  be  better  than  forty  pounds  a  year  in  land. 
'J'he  cocU'  of  the  North  shall  be  made  to  fleo. 
And  his  feathers  be  plucked  for  his  pride; 
That  he  shall  ahiiost  curse  the  day  that  he  was  bom. 

On  J  askeil  Nixon,  where  be  might  he  safe  in  those  days  ? 

fie  answer  d, 
In  God's  cro.'t,  bt>tween  the  rivers  Merse^y  and  Dee. 
Fcilland  shall  stand  more  or  less, 
Till  it  has  bi ought  England  to  a  piteous  case. 
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The  Scots  s:huil  rule  England  one  whole  yeiir. 

'VUrea  years  of  great  wars, 

And  in  all  countiids  great  uproars. 
The  lirst  is  tc^viible,  the  second  worse,  but  th«?  tliird  unbearnble. 

Three  great  batlles ; 
OncJ  at  Northumbdihind-bridge, 
One  at  Cunibeilana-biidge, 
And  the  o.her,  the  south  side  of  Trent. 

Crows  shall  drink  the  blood  of  many  robles. 

Kcist  shall  rise  aga*nsl  U  est,  and  North  against  South. 

Then  take  this  for  good, 
Nosrinshire  mill  shall  run  with  blood, 
And  many  shall  fly  down  VV^an.>low-lane. 

A  m«»n  shall  come  into  England, 

But  the  son  of  a  King  crown  d  with  thorns 

Shall  take  Irom  hiin  the  victory. 

Many  nobles  shall  light, 

But  a  bastard  Duke  sliall  win  the  day, 

And  so  withotii  delay. 

Set  England  in  a  right  way. 

A  woL  from  the  East  &hall  right  eagerly  come, 

On  I  he  soi'th  side  of  Sandford,  on  a  grey  Monday  morn^ 

Where  groves  shall  grow  upon  a  green, 

Bes<dd  green  grey  they  shall  flee 

Into  rocks,  and  umny  die. 
They  siiall  flee  into  Sail-strand, 

And  twenty  thousand,  without  sword,  shall  die  each  man* 

The  d  irk  dragon  over  Sudsbrown, 

Siiall  bring  with  him  a  royal  band  ; 

But  their  lives  shall  be  forlorn, 
IJiS  head  shall  be  in  Staflbid  town. 

His  tail  in  Ireland. 

He  boldly  shall  bring  his  men,  thinking  to  win  renown  : 
Beside  a  wall  in  fat  est  fair  lie  shall  be  beaten  down. 

On  Hine's  heath  they  shall  begin  this  bloody  fight. 

And  wiih  irain'd  steed  shall  hew  each  otiier's  helm.it  bright: 

Bat  who  shall  win  that  day  no  one  can  tell. 

A  Duke  out  of  Denmaik  shall  him  dight. 

On  a  day  in  England,  and  make  many  a  Lord  full  low  to  light, 
And  tne  ladies  cry,  *  Well  awfiy,* 
And  tne  black  fleet  with  main  and  might 
Tneir  enemies  fall  boldly  there  assail. 

In  Britain's  land  shall  be  a  night. 

On  tiiem  shail  make  a  cruel  fight, 
A  biiier  boar  with  main  and  might 

Shall  bring  a  royal  rout  that  day. 
There  shall  die  many  a  wonhy  knight. 

And  he  driven  into  the  fields  green  and  grey, 
Taey  shall  lose  both  field  and  fight. 
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The  weary  eagle  shall  to  an  Island  in  the  sea  rethe, 
Where  leaves  and  herbs  grow  fresh  and  green. 
There  shall  he  meet  a  lady  fair, 
Who  shall  say,  *  Go  help  thy  friend  in  battle  slain 
Then  by  the  counsel  of  that  fair. 
He  eagerly  will  make  to  flee 
Twenty-six  standard  of  the  enemy. 
A  rampant  lion  in  silver  set,  in  armour  fair, 
Shall  help  the  eagle  in  that  tide, 
When  many  a  knight  shall  die. 
The  bear  that  hath  been  long  tied  to  a  stake  shall  shnke  1 
chains, 

That  every  man  shall  hear,  and  shall  cause  much  debate. 
The  bull  and  the  red  rose  shall  stand  in  strife, 

That  shall  turn  England  to  much  woe. 
And  cause  many  a  man  to  lose  bis  life. 

In  a  forest  stand  oaks  three. 

Beside  a  headless  cross, 
A  well  of  blood  shall  run  and  ree. 
Its  cover  shall  be  brass. 

Which  shall  ne'er  appear. 
Till  horses'  feet  hare  trod  it  bare: 
Who  wins  it  will  declare. 
The  eagle  shall  so  fight  that  day. 
That  ne'er  a  friend's  from  him  v  way. 
A  hound  without  delay  shall  run  the  chase  far  and  near. 

The  dark  dragon  shall  die  in  fight. 
A  lofty  head  the  bear  shall  rear. 

The  wide  wolf  so  shall  light. 
The  bridled  steed  against  his  enemies  will  fterc/ely  fight. 

A  fleet  shall  come  out  of  the  North 

Riding  on  a  horse  of  trees. 
A  white  hind  beareth  he. 

And  three  wreaths  so  free, 
That  day  the  eagle  shall  him  slay, 

And  on  a  hill  set  his  banner  straightway. 
That  lion  who's  forsaken  been  and  forced  to  flee. 

Shall  hear  a  woman  shrilly  say, 
*  Thy  friends  are  killed  on  yonder  hill.* 

Death  to  many  a  knight  this  da3% 
With  that  the  lion  bears  his  banner  to  a  hill,' 

Within  a  forest  that's  so  plain. 

Beside  a  headless  cross  of  stone. 
There  shall  the  eagle  die  that  day. 
And  the  red  lion  get  renown. 

A  great  battle  shall  be  fought  by  crowned  kings  three ; 
One  shall  die,  and  a  bastard  Duke  will  win  the  day. 
In  Sandyford  there  lies  a  stone, 
A  crowned  King  shall  lose  his  head  on. 

In  those  dreadful  days,  five  wicked  priests'  heads  shall  be  so 
for  a  penny. 


Robert  JVixon. 


13 


Slaughter  shall  rage  to  such  a  degree, 
And  infants  left  by  those  that  are  slain, 

That  damsels  shall  with  fear  and  glee, 
Cry,  *  Mother,  mother,  here's  a  man  I  * 

Between  seven,  eight,  and  nine. 
In  England,  wonders  shall  be  seen* 
Between  nine  and  thirteen, 
All  sorrow  shall  be  done. 

Then  rise  up  Richard,  son  of  Richard, 

And  bless  the  happy  reign. 
Thrice  happy  he  who  sees  this  time  to  come,  " 

When  England  shall  know  rest  and  peace  again. 

End  of  the  Original  Prophecies* 


THE  FOLLOWING 

Predictions  of  Robert  Nixon, 

ARE  COPIED  FROM  OLD  PAMPHLETS. 

The  famous  Cheshire  prophet,  Nixon,  besides  his  pro- 
phecies relative  to  the  fate  of  private  families,  also  predicted 
much  of  public  affairs,  which  we  find  literally  verified  by 
the  sequel. 

On  the  Christmas  before  he  went  to  court,  being  among 
the  servants  at  Mr.  Cholmondeley's  house,  to  the  surprise 
of  them  all,  he  suddenly  started  up,  and  said, 

I  must  prophesy."  He  went  on, — If  the  favourite* 
of  a  king  shall  be  slain,  the  master  s  neck  shall  be  cleft  in 
twain.  And  the  men  of  the  Northf  shall  sell  precious 
blood  ;  yea,  their  own  blood.  x\nd  they  shall  sacrifice  a 
noble  warrior^  to  the  idol,  and  hang  up  his  flesh  in  the  high 
places  :  and  a  storm  shall  come  out  of  the  North,  which 
shall  blow  down  the  steeples  of  the  South :  and  the  labourer 
shall  rise  above  his  lord,  and  the  harvest  shall  in  part  be 
trampled  down  by  horses,  and  the  remainder  lie  waste,  to 
be  devoured  by  birds. 

*,The  Duke  of  Buckingham,  (favourite  of  James,  and  Charles  I., 
who  was  beheaded,)  assassinated  by  J.  Felton. 

t  The  Scots,  who  sold  their  King,  Charles  I.,  for  a  large  sum  of 
money,  to  the  English  rebels. 

X  Suppose  the  Marquis  of  Montrose. 
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Wlien  tin  onk  //  <?/?  sIihH  be  softer  tluarj  nu»n'«  h<  arts  then 
look  for  lietU  r  tiiiics.  hut  ti.ey  ho  hut  ht^iiiimiti^. 

'I'he  jieparture  of  a.gr<-ul man'***  soul  slu*tl  troiihl«  a 
river  hard  h\%  and  overthrow  trees,  hnu^e-j.  and  ••^titte;*. 
From  that  |)a'li»f  the  house,  frourwhence  the  mischief  eMuie, 
vou  nuHl  look  for  tiie  eure.  First  comes  j  .y,  llieH  soirow; 
after  mirth  comes  mouruini^. 

I  see  me  i.  women,  and  children,  spot  led  f  like  hfvnst?*, 
and  their  nearest  and  dearest  friend^  atTriz^^ted  at  them. 
1  see  towns  on  fire,  and  innoc^-nt  blood  shed;  hut  u  her 
men  and  horses  walk  upon  the  wat*^r.  tlien  shall  come  peace 
and  plenty  to  the  people,  but  trouble  is  preparing  for  kings 
and  the  k^eal  yf^.Uow  fruit  X  ^I'all  come  over  to  tl.is  coun 
try  and  flourish  :  and*  I  see  tiiis  tree  take  dt3(^p  root,  anc 
spread  into  a  thousand  branches,  whifh  ^^hall  afterwards  Vx 
at  s4rife  one  with  another.  b^'cau>^  f»f  tleif  number:  au 
there  shall  come  a  wind  from  theSouth,  aiid  the  West,  vyi  icl 
shall  shake  t4»e  tree,  I  see  nni  tiiudes  of  jieople  ninninir  t< 
and  fro.  and  talking  in  a  strange  torigue.  And  there  shal 
be  a  famine§  in  the  midst  r»f  great  plenty,  and  earthquake 
and  storms  shall  le\el  and  purify  the  earth." 

Aftf^r  thi'se  sayings  which  every  one.  with  the  sliglites 
knowledtreof  our  history,  will  instantly  apply  to  those  event 
which  they  so  wonderlully  foretold,  Nixon  was  silent,  aii^ 
relapsed  into  his  wonted  stupidity  :  fmm  which  he  did  nc 
recover  until  many  ueeks  after,  when  he  became  again  ir 
sj>ired,  and  gave  I'ent  to  those  remarkable  predictions  whit 
were  collected  l»y  INlr  Oldmixon.  Those  uhich  we  hav 
just  now  related,  were  taken  down  from  tlie  projdiet's  mou 
*bv  the  steward,  in  pursnnnce  of  the  orders  of  Mr.  C'Ij< 
mondeley  liimself :  and  the  oriiiincd  manuscript  is  now  i 
the  hand*^  of  a  gentl. man  in  Shropshire. 

•S'tp^vose  Oliver  Cromwell,  m  vbo^^e  death  the  s:reatest  storm  < 
wind  happened  thai  hntl  hetuktiovn  in  Ei»srtHHd. 

t  Tlie  i)!ajr«ie  and  fire  of  Londot)  were  here  plainly  foretolw 

+  The  Great  Yellow  Fruit,  suppose  the  Prince  ol  Orange, 
W.iih.min.  „  . 

§  Thi^  vT?i«  said,  in  the  hook  from  whence  these  Predictions  wei 
extracied,  to  iiiean  oppivssion  oi  ihe  poor.' 


Kir 


NIXON^S 
Cheshire  Prophecy  at  Lars^e, 

FKOM 

LADY  COWPIiirS  COPY; 

WITH   HHTOHICAL  AND  POLITIC  AL  KKMAHKS,   AND  MAV? 
IXaTANCKS  WHEKBIX  IT  II.A.  BEKX  FULFILLKD. 


IXTRODUCTIOX. 

Thm  remarkable  prf  pheey  ha«  been  carofully  revised,  eat* 
recteJ,  and  improv«'d  ;  ai«>  s  »rui!  atrcounl  given  of  onr  aiK 
Ihor.  Robort  Nixon,  who  was  but  a  kind  ol  idiot,  and nseil 
lo  be  emjdoyed  in  followirijr  ibe  plongh.  IJe  bad  lived  in 
some  farmers*  familie-:.  a  d  wa^  tbeir  driidtre  and  their  jest. 

At  last,  Thon)as  Cholmondeley.  of  Vale-Royal,  Esq., 
took  him  into  his  house,  where  be  lived  when  he  comjK^d 
this  |>ro|)heev,  which  he  delivered  with  as  much  gravity 
and  jiolemnity  as  if  he  had  been  an  oracks  and  it  was  ob- 
served,  that  though  the  fool  was  a  drivelb^r.  and  could  not 
speak  common  sense  when  he  was  uninspired,  yet  in  deli- 
vering his  prophecies,  be  spoke  phiinly  and  sensibly  ;  b^ 
truly  will  be  seen  in  the  following  pages. 

As  to  the  credit  of  this  prophecy,  I  <lare  say  it  is  as  well 
attested  as  any  of  Nostradamiis  s  or  Merlins,  and  will  come 
to  pass  as  well  as  the  best  of  8«|nire  Bickerstaft's  :  it  is 
plain  enough,  that  great  men  in  all  ages  bad  recourse  to 
j)rophecy  as  well  as  the  vulgar.  I  wouM  not  have  all  gravo 
persons  despise  the  inspiraiion  of  Nixon.  The  late  French 
king  gave  audience  to  an  inspired  farrier,  and  rewarded 
him  with  a  hundred  |»istoIes  for  lii-j  p'rophetical  intelligence 
though,  by  what  i  can  learn,  he  did  not  come  near  our 
Nixon  for  *»ifts. 

The  simplicity,  the  circumstancos.  and  the  history  of  the 
Cheshire  Pro|)h»^cy.  are  so  reniaikable.  that  I  hope  ibe  pub- 
lic will  be  as  much  delighted  a^  I  was  myself. 

By  the  way,  thi-j  is  not  a  pr()j)hpcy  of  td-djiy  ;  'tis  asold 
as  the  powder-plot,  tind  the  s  ory  will  make  it  a]>pear,  that 
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there  is  as  little  imposture  in 
there  is  in  the  pers6n  it  seems 
ther  they  are  both  impostures 
der  to  deiermino 


it  as  the  Jacobites  pretend 
to  have  an  eye  to  :  butwhe- 
aUke  or  not/ 1  leave  the  rea- 

J.  OLDMIXON. 


THE  PROPHECY. 

In  the  retgn  of  King  James  the  First,  there  lived  a  man 
generally  reputed  a  fool,  whose  name  was  Nixon.  One 
day,  when  he  returned  home  from  ploughmg,  he  laid  the 
things  down  which  he  had  in  his  hands,  and  continuing  foi 
some  lime  in  a  seemingly  deep  and  thoughtful  meditation, 
at  length  he  pronounced,  in  a  loud  hoarse  voice.  Now  I 
will  prophesy ; "  and  spoke  as  follows  : 

«  When  a  raven  shall  build  in  a  stone  lion  s  mouth,  ok 
the  top  of  a  church  in  Cheshire,  then  a  king  of  England 
shall  be  driven  out  of  his  kingdom,  and  never  return  more 
When  an  eagle  shall  sit  on  the  top  of  the  house,  ther 
an  heir  shall  be  born  to  the  Cholmondeley  family ;  and  thii 
heir  shall  live  to  see  England  invaded  by  foreigners,  wh( 
shall  proceed  as  far  as  a  town  in  Cheshire ;  but  a  miller 
named  Peter,  shall  be  born  with  two  heels  on  one  foot,  am 
at  that  time  living  in  a  mill  of  Mr.  Cholmondeley  s,  he  shal 
be  instrumental  in  delivering  the  nation. 

The  person  who  then  governs  the  nation  will  be  m  gr^ 
trouble,  and  skulk  about:— The  invading  king  shall  b 
killed,  laid  across  a  horse's  back  like  a  calf,  and  led  m  trr 
umph.  The  miller  having  been  instrumental  in  it,  sha 
bring  forth  the  person  that  then  governs  the  kingdom,  an 
be  knighted  for  what  he  has  done  ;  and  after  that  Englan 
shall  see  happy  days.  A  young  new  set  of  men,  of  virti 
ous  manners,  shall  come,  who  shall  prosper,  and  make 
flourishing  church  for  two  hundred  years. 

As  a  token  of  the  truth  of  all  this,  a  wall  of  Mr.  Cho 
mondeleys  shall  fall:  if  it  fall  downwards,  the  church  sha 
be  oppressed,  and  rise  no  more  ;  but  if  upwards,  next  ^^ 
rising  hill  on  the  side  of  it,  then  shall  it  flourish  again.  Ui 
der  this  wall  shall  be  found  the  bones  of  a  British  king*, 
A  pond  shall  run  with  blood  three  days,  and  the  Crci 
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i  lone  pillar  in  the  Forest  sink  so  low  into  the  ground,  that 

•  crow  from  the  top  of  it  shall  drink  of  the  best  blood  in 

•  Cngland 

*^  A  boy  shall  be  born  with  three  thumbs,  and  shall  hold 

•  iiree  kings'  horses,  while  England  shall  be  three  times  won 
nd  lost  in  one  day 


;^HE  original  may  be  seen  in  several  families  in  that  county, 
u  nd  in  particular  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Egerton,  of  Oulton, 
ig  nth  many  other  remarkables  ;  as,  that  Peckforton  wind- 
ig  aill  should  be  removed  to  Ludington  hill,  and  that  horses 
If  addled  should  run  about  till  their  girths  rotted  away.  But 
J  ais  is  sufficient  to  prove  Nixon  as  great  a  prophet  as  Part- 
j  idge ;  and  we  shall  give  other  proofs  of  it  before  we  have 

one  with  him. 

)j  I  know  your  prophets  are  generally  for  raw-head  and 
ioody-bones,  and  therefore  do  not  mind  it  much;  or  I  might 
g  dd,  that  Oulton  mill  shall  be  driven  with  blood  instead  of 
jj  rater;  but  these  soothsayers  are  great  butchers,  and  every 
ijj  all  is  with  them  a  slaughter-house. 

Now  as  for  authorities  to  prove  this  prophecy  to  be  gen- 
ine,  and  how  it  has  hitherto  been  accomplished,  I  might 
jjefer  io  the  whole  county  of  Chester,  where  it  is  in  every 
jl|  ne's  mouth,  and  has  been  so  these  forty  years.  As  much 
s  I  have  of  the  manuscript  was  sent  me  by  a  person  of  sense 
jjjind  veracity,  and  as  little  partial  to  visions  as  any  body. 
)^  <'or  my  own  part,  I  build  nothing  on  this  or  any  other  pro- 
ji  ihecy  ;  only  there  is  something  so  very  odd  in  the  story, 
jj  ^nd  so  pat  in  the  wording  of  it,  that  I  cannot  help  giving 
jjji  as  I  found  it. 

jji ;  The  family  of  the  Cholmondeleys  is  very  ancient  in  this 
l^  ounty,  and  takes  its  name  from  a  place  so  called  near 
J I  >3"antwich ;  there  are  also  Cholmton  and  Cholmondeston ; 
mt  the  seat  of  that  branch  of  the  family,  which  kept  our 
)rophet  Nixon,  is  at  Vale-Royal,  on  the  River  Weave,  in 


till  •  It  is  reported,  that  there  is  a  room  in  this  house,  the  door  and 
Tjldndows  of  which  are  kept  closely  fastened,  and  no  one  is  ever  per- 
|iiitted  to  enter  the  same,  except  the  next  heir,  when  he  attains  his 
!'lwenty-first  year,  at  which  time  he  goes  in  alone,  and  when  he  re- 


It  was  formerly  an  abbey,*  founded  by 


:ns,  it  is  shut  up  as  before. 
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Ei\y^'nr^  I.,  an«l  came  fo  t\m  Cliolmondeloy's  from  the  fa- 
mous family  ot  llio  tJolcr<»lts.  When  Nixf>n  |.r<»|)liosie<l.  thw 
family  was  near  ht  irig  extitict.  lijt?  Ii.  ir  having  njarried  JSir 
Walter  JSt  John's  dant^hter.  a  lady  not  esteiMiM'd  very  young, 
who.  notwiihsfairding,  being  \\iih  child,  t'vM  hi  iahonr.  andi 
continued  so  for  niariy  davs:  during  which  time,  an  eagle  I 
Rat  upon  iho  house-top,  and  Hcw  away  when  she  was  de- 
livered of  a  son 

A  raven  is  also  known  to  ha\e  hnilt  in  a  stone  lion's 
month,  in  tfie  streple  of  the  church  of  Ov<  f,  in  the  forest 
of  Delamere.  Not  long  before  the  ahdication  of  King 
James,  the  wall  spoken  of  fell  down,  and  fell  upwards  :  and 
in  removing  the  ruhhi-;h,  were  fonrjd  the  bones  of  a  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  size.  A  pond  at  the  same  time  ran 
with  water  that  had  a  reddi-^h  tincture,  and  was  never  known 
to  have  done  so  before  nor  since. 

Headless  Cross,  in  the  forest,  which  in  the  memory  of  man 
was  several  feet  high,  is  now  only  half  a  foot  from  iho  ! 
ground. 

In  the  parish  of  Budwortli,  a  boy  was  born,  about  eigh- 
teen years  ago,  with  three  thuml»s;  theyouih  is  still  h\iug 
there ;  and  the  miller  Peter  lives  in  Noginshire  mill,  in  ex- 

I)ectatiou  of  fulliliing  this  propln  cy  on  the  person  of  1  er- 
:in  :  lie  hath  also  two  heels  on  one  foot,  atid  I  fi^d  he 
intends  to  make  use  of  them  in  the  interest  of  King  George, 
for  he  is  a  bold  Briton,  and  a  loyal  sui»ject,  zealous  for  the  j 
Protestant  succession  in  the  ilhistiioiis  House  of  Hanover, 
has  a  vote  for  the  knights  of  the  shire,  and  never  fails  to  gi\e  i 
it  on  the  right  side  :  in  a  word,  Pet^^r  will  prate  or  box  for 
the  good  cause  that  Nixon  liad  listed  him  in,  and  if  ho  does 
not  do  the  business,  tliis  must  Uo  said  of  him.  That  no  man 
will  bid  fairer  f«»r  it;  which  the  Lady  Egerton  was  so  ap- 
prehensive of,  that  wishitig  well  to  another  restoration,  she 
often  instigated  her  husband  to  turn  him  out  of  the  mill;  but 
he  look*  d  upon  it  as  wiiimsical,  and  so  Peter  still  continues 
there,  in  hopes  of  being  as  good  a  tvuight  as  8ir  Philip  his 
landlord  was. 

Of  this  Peter.  I  have  been  told,  that  the  I^dy  NarclilT, 
of  Chehca,  and  tiie  Lady  St.  .John,  of  Batterst  a,  tog*'>her 
with  several  other  persons  of  credit  and  fashion,  have  olten 
benn  heard  to  talk,  and  that  they  all  asserted  their  kn«>vv- 
ledge  of  the  truth  of  our  prophecy  and  its  accomjili^hment, 
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^'  with  many  pnrtictilars  that  are  more  extraordinary  than  any 
1^  1  have  y^^t  mentioned. 

I  The  noise  of  Nixon's  Predictions  reaching  the  ears  of 
V  King  James  ihe  First,  he  would  needs  see  this  j'ooK  who 
^  cried  and  made  ado  that  he  mig'ht  not  go  to  court,  and  the 
^  reason  that  he  gave  was,  that  he  should  there  be  starved. 

1 — (\  very  whini<i(;al  hmcy  of  his,  courts  not  being  places 

where  people  are  used  to  starve  in,  when  they  once  com© 
'  there,  whatever  they  may  have  done  before.) — The  King 

being  informed  of  Nixon's  refusing  to  come,  said  he  would 
i  take  particular  care  that  he  shotald  not  be  starved,  and  or- 
^  dered  him  to  ba  brought  up.  Nixon  cried  out,  that  he  was 
'  sent  for  a^aiu  ;  and  soon  after  the  messenger  arrived,  wlio 
^  brought  iiim  up  from  Cheshire. 

^  I     How  or  whether  he  prophesied  to  ])is  Majesty,  no  person 
lean  tell  :  but  he  is  not  the  first  fool  that  has  niade  a  good 
^  cojirt  prophet 

'  I  That  Nixon  might  be  well  provided  for,  it  was  ordered 
that  he  should  be  kej)t  in  the  kitchen,  where  he  grew  so 
'  l^roublesome  in  licking  and  |)icking  tlie  meat,  that  the  cooks 
!  Ijocked  him  up  in  a  hole  ;  und  the  King  going  on  a  sudden 
'  iifrom  Hampton  Court  to  London,  in  their  hurry  they  Ibr- 

Igot  the  fool,  and  he  was  really  starved  to  death. 
'  II    There  ai*e  a  great  many  passages  of  this  fool -prophet's 
'  life  and  sayings  transmitted  in  tradition  from  father  to  son 
'  |in  this  coimty  palatine;  as,  that  when  he  lived  with  a  far- 
mer, before  he  was  taken  into  Mr.  Cholmondeley's  family, 
*  he  goaded  an  ox  so  cruelly  that  one  of  the  ploughmen 
threatening  to  beat  him  f(.r  abusing  his  master's  beast, — 
Nixon  said,  "  My  ma-ter's  beast  will  not  be  iiis  three  days." 
'  A  life  in  an  estatv?  dropping  in  tiiat  time,  the  lord  of  the 
manor  took  ihe  same  ox  for  an  heriot.  This  account,  whim- 
'  sical  and  rom  uitiL*  as  it  i«,  was  told  to  the  lady  Cowper,  in 
the  year  Mui).  by  Dr.  I\itrick,  late  Ei-hop  of  Ely,  then 
ciiaplain  to  Sir  Walter  St.  John  ;  and  that  lady  had  the 
following  farther  part'xMilars,  relating  to  this  prophecy,  and 
the  fulfilling  of  many  parts  of  it,  from  Mrs.  (  hute,  sister  of 
Mrs.  Chohnondeley  of    ale-R.oyal.  wdio  affirmed,  that  a 
multitude  of  people  gathered  together  to  see  the  eagle  be- 
fore mentioned,  and  thel)ird  was  frightened  from  her  young; 
that  she  herself  was  one  of  them  ;  and  the  cry  among  the 
people  was,  Nixon's  prophecy  is  fullilled,  ai«d  we  shall 
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have  a  foreign  king.  She  declared,  that  she  read  over  the 
prophecy  many  times,  when  her  sister  v^as  v^ith  child  of 
the  heir  who  now  enjoys  the  estate.  She  particularly  re- 
members that  King  James  the  Second  was  plainly  pointed 
at,  and  that  it  was  foretpld  he  should  endeavour  to  subvert 
the  laws  and  religion  of  this  kingdom,  for  which  reason 
they  would  rise  and  turn  him  out ;  that  the  eagle  of  which 
Nixon  prophesied,  perched  in  one  of  the  windows  all  the 
time  her  sister  was  in  labour.  She  said  it  was  the  biggest 
bird  she  ever  saw  ;  that  it  was  in  a  deep  snow  ;  and  it 
perched  on  the  edge  of  a  great  bow  window,  which  had  a 
large  border  on  the  outside,  and  that  she  and  many  others 
opened  the  window  to  try  to  scare  it  away,  but  it  would 
not  stir  till  Mrs.  Cholmondeley  was  delivered  ;  after  which 
it  took  flight  to  a  great  tree  over  against  the  room  her  sister 
lay  in,  where  having  stayed  about  three  days,  it  flew  away 
in  the  night.  She  aflirmed  further  to  the  Lady  Cowper, 
that  the  falling  of  the  garden  wall  was  a  thing  not  to  bo 
questioned,  it  being  in  so  many  people's  memory  :  that 
it  was  foretold  that  the  heir  of  Vale-Royal  should  live  to 
see  England  invaded  by  foreigners,  and  that  he  should  fight 
bravely  for  his  King  and  Country :  that  the  miller  men- 
tioned is  now  alive,  and  expects  to  be  knighted,  and  is  in 
the  very  mill  that  is  foretold  :  that  he  should  kill  two  in- 
vaders who  should  come  in,  the  one  from  the  West  and 
the  other  from  the  North  :  that  he  from  the  North  should 
bring  with  him  of  all  nations,  Swedes,  Danes,  Germans, 
and  Dutch ;  and  that  in  the  folds  of  his  garments  he  should 
bring  fire  and  famine,  plague  and  murder :  that  many 
great  battles  should  be  fought  in  England,  one  upon  Lon- 
don-bridge, which  should  be  so  bloody,  that  people  will 
ride  in  London  streets  up  to  their  horses'  bellies  in  blood  ; 
that  several  other  battles  should  be  fought  up  and  down 
most  parts  of  Cheshire  ;  and  that  the  last  that  ever  would 
be  fought  in  England  should  be  on  Delamere  Forest : 

that  the  heir  of  Oulton,  whose  name  is  E-^  n,  and  has 

married  Earl  Cholmondeley's  sister,  should  be  hanged  up 
at  his  own  gate.  .  .. 

Lastly,  Nixon  foretells  great  glory  and  prosperity  to  those 
who  stand  up  in  defence  of  their  laws  and  liberties ;  and 
ruin  and  misery  to  those  who  should  betray  them.  He 
says,  the  year  before  this  would  happen,  bread  corn  would 
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i  :  be  vory  dear,  and  that  the  year  following,  more  troubles 

^  |;  should  begin,  which  would  last  three  years  ;   that  the  first 

!  would  be  moderate,  the  second  bloody,  and  the  third  in- 

l  I*  tolerable  ;  that  unless  they  were  shortened  no  mortal  could 

t  I  bear  them  ;   and  that  there  were  no  mischiefs  but  what 

I  I'  poor  England  would  feel  at  that  time.  But  that  GEORGE 

I  I  the  SON  of  GEORGE  *  should  put  an  end  to  all.  That 

J  I  afterwards  the  church  should  flourish,  and  England  be  the 

i  j  most  glorious  nation  upon  earth.  , 
t       Lady  Cowper  was  not  content  to  take  these  particulars 

'  from  Mrs.  Chute,  but  she  enquired  of  Sir  Thomas^  x\ston, 

i  of  the  truth  of  this  prophecy,  and  he  attested  it  was  in  great 

I  reputation  in  Cheshire,  and  that  the  facts  were  known  by 

t  every  one  to  have  happened  as  Nixon  said  they  would ; 

f  addmg,  that  the  morning  before  the  garden  wall  fell,  his 

^  I  neighbour,  Mr.  Cholmondeley,  going  to  ride  out  a  hunting, 

,  said,     Nixon  seldom  fails,  but  now  I  think  he  will ;  for  he 

!  I  foretold  that  this  day  my  garden-wall  would  fall,  and  I  think 

t  I  it  looks  as  if  it  would  stand  these  forty  years       that  he 

)  i  had  not  been  gone  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  th^ 

t  I  wall  split,  and  fell  upwards  against  the  rising  of  the  hill, 

I  which,  as  Nixon  would  have  it,  was  the  presage  of  a  flou- 

i  I  rishing  church. 

•  I'      As  to  the  removal  of  Peckforton  mill,  it  was  done  by 

I  I  Sir  John  Crew,  the  mill  having  lost  its  trade  there,  for 

1  I  which  he  ordered  it  to  be  set  upon  Ludditon  hill  ;  and 

,  being  asked  if  he  did  it  to  fulfil  the  prophecy,  he  declared 

1  he  never  thought  of  it.    I  myself  have  enquired  of  a  per- 

\  son  who  knows  Mr.  Cholmondeley's  pond  as  well  as  Rosa- 
mond's in  St.  James's  Park,  and  he  assured  me,  the  falling 

1  ;  of  the  wall,  and  the  pond  running  blood,  (as  they  call  it,) 

;  I  are  facts  which,  in  Cheshire,  any  one  would  be  reckoned 

1  |:  mad  for  making  the  least  question  of.  As  there  are  several 

I  \  particulars  in  this  prophecy  which  remain  unfulfilled, 

;  ,  so  when  they  come  to  pass,  some  other  circumstances  may 

I  I  be  added,  which  are  not  convenient  to  be  told  until  ao- 

)  complished. 

If  I  had  a  mind  to  look  into  the  antiquities  of  this  coun- 

!  !  try,  I  might  find  that  prodigies  and  prophecies  are  no  un- 

l  usual  things  there.    Camden  tells  us,  that  at  Brereton,  not 

8  ,  many  miles  from  Vale-Royal,  which  gave  name  to  a  fa- 
'         •  The  original  prophecy  fays,  <^  Richard  the  son  of  Richard.'' 
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mm<.  ancient,  nunfierous,  and  knightly  family,  there  h  , 
filing  as  strange  as  the  perching  oF  the  eagle,  or  the  lalHr  \ 
of  Uie  wall,  which  he  says  was  attested  to  hin)  by  niai  ^ 
persons  and  was  coinmunly  bt  Heved  ;  thai  before  any  m  ^ 
of  this  fatnily  dies,  there  are  seen,  in  a  lake  adjoining,  it  j 
bodies  of  trees  swimming  upon  the  water  fur  several  da;  } 
together.  He  lik<>vvise  adds,  that  near  the  al»h*^y  of  ^  j 
^Maurice,  in  Burgundy,  there  is  a  tishpond.  in  which  a  riuri  ^ 
ber  of  fish  are  put,  equal  to  the  number  of  monks  of  th  ji 
place ;  and  if  any  one  oF  them  happens  to  be  ^ick,  there  ^ 
a  tish  seen  floating  on  the  surface  of  the  water  ;  aiul  in  ca  ^ 
tlie  fit  of  sickness  proves  fatal  to  the  monk,  the  tish  fur  ^ 
tells  it  by  its  death  some  days  befo/e.  'riii-s  tho  learm  j 
Camden  relates  in  liis  description  ol  Cheshire,  and  tl 
opinion  of  the  trees  swimming  in  the  lake  near  Breret(  [ 
prevails  all  about  the  county  to  th^  present  day,  only  wi  ( 
ihis  difference,  that  some  say  it  is  one  lug  only  that  swia:  ^ 
and  some  say  many.  ^ 
Lancashire,  which  is  not  far  off,  has  been  famous  T<  j 
witches,  and  I  am  afraid  Cheshire  is  a  little  infected  i  ^ 
its  neighbourhood.  Those  that  will  not  bt;lieve  our  pr  ^ 
-fhecy  may  leave  it  alone ;  but  if  hope  is  a  good  help  n 
faith,  l^shall  not  be  long  among  the  incredulous.  ^ 

It 

,  .  ^  ^   1 1( 

|tl 

I  ^ 

fJHe  Editor  presents  ht's  readers  vjUh  a  er.ptf  of  a  printed  papi  ^ 
which  several  aged  persons,  residinfr  near  the  F»r€9i^  ha&e 

muehed  Jar  the 'authenticity  vj.  ^ 

•i  « 

ai 

A  true  and  paTlicular  isocount  of  a  strange  and  surpiisinpf  VISIO' 
that  was  seen  on  the  Foresi  of  Delamkre,  in  Cheshire,  on  i  , 
fourth  of  last  month. 

tl 

As  Nixon,  in  the  reign  of  King  James  the  First,  proj)h 
sied  of  many  strange  and  wond»*rful  tbings  that  shou  ' 
come  to  pass  such  as  an  heir  b.  ing  born  to  Lord  Cht 
mondeley's  family,  which  at  that  time  tiiere  was  little  re 
iOQ  to  expect,  but  which  came  to  pass ;  and  that  the  eldc 
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fon.  or  yonni^  Lord  CI  olmondeley.  shonlil  lia\e  tli»'  mis- 
fortune to  hreiik  his  neck,  l»y  ririin,^  a  Inniiin'**.  winch  ac- 
cideiit  roally  did  ImpjH'ri  :  and  s(  veral  t)'ljer  ihinji^  ah'cady 
cotjie  lo  pass,  accopiing  to  liie  said  prophecy  :  l>ut,  in  par- 
ticular, of  a  vA  ouderlui  battle  or  en«;agenieu(  tijat  should 
l>e  fought  on  the  Forest  of  Delamere  ;  and  as  it  is  wtw 
fully  expected  that  we  shall  have  an  inva-ion  from  our 
natural  and  invi*n'rate  enemies,  ilie  French,  it  is  also  thought 
it  will  be  in  tlie  Nofth  of  E:igland,  afjd  in  ail  prohahilily 
the  said  forest  of  De!am<»re  luay  he  the  place  of  p.ction  or 
eng«gemfMit  :  and  u^hai  strengthens  the  belief  mire  is,  the 
lision  that  was  seen  on  the  said  i  orest  ou  the  fourth,  as 
follows  : 

As  two  ancient  persons  were  walking  over  the  said 
Forest,  to  their  gn  at  surpris  they  saw,  at  a  distance  be- 
fore them,  an  army  rise  out  of  tlie  ground,  drawn  uj).  with 
their  proper  officers,  and  tli^iir  commanders  in  front  of  them ; 
and  whilst  they  were  looking  at,  and  nmjinating  upon,  so 
strange  a  sight,  behold,  to  their  most  wonderful  surprise 
and  amazement,  there  aro-^e  also  another  army  out  of  the 
ground,  at  a  small  distance  from  the  first,  and  farther  in 
the  forest,  which  army  ww  headed  or  commande<l  by  a 
man  in  royal  apparel,  who  after  having  drawn  up  his  army, 
inarched  to  meet  and  engage  the  first ;  upon  which  a  most 
bloody  battle  ensued  with  fire-arms,  and  many  appeared 
to  be  killed  on  both  sides ;  but,  being  so  near  each  other, 
they  laid  down  or  groutided  tlieir  arms,  and  took  to  tlu'ir 
swords,  wi?h  which  great  slaugliter  was  made;  and  then 
came  to  such  close  quarters,  that  they  put  up  their  swords 
and  fought  with  their  hands  ;  all  of  which  engagements 
continued  more  than  three  quarters  of  an  huur.  during 
which  time,  the  said  two  ancient  people  were  spectators ; 
and,  at  last,  the  remains  of  the  army  that  first  appaned 
retreated  towards  the  sea.  and  vanished  directly  out  <if  llieir 
sight;  w^hilst  the  other  arujy,  which  was  commanded  by 
the  man  in  roy^d  apparel,  march(  d  victorious  out  of  the 
field,  as  far  a^  it  wa-j  po-isible  to  see  tijem.  These  ancient 
people  h.iving  spoke  of  the  above  vi-ion.  it  came  to  th-*  eins 
of  several  genilmien,  who  sent  foi  and  examined  them 
concerning  the  truth  •»!  it.  whicii  th^'y  were  r*  ady  to  make 
oath  of  lor  fh<  ir  sa'i-fajiion. 

On  the  sixth  of  iUe  .same  month,  a-?  seven  men  were 
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going  to  Chester,  over  the  said  Forest,  about  the  middle  oj 
it,  they  saw,  to  their  great  astonishment,  a  vision,  mucl: 
resembling  that  which  was  seen  on  the  fourth,  as  above 
described ;  only  with  this  addition,  that  the  victorious  arm^i 
had  many  slain,  to  all  appearance,  yet  they  resumed  life 
again,  and  joined  their  own  army ;  all  which  is  looked  up- 
on as  a  good  omen,  that  if  in  case  England  is  invaded  bj 
her  enemies,  though  the  nation  be  seemingly  dead,  and  ir 
great  division,  yet,  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  they  wit 
all,  in  one  general  heart,  and  one  mind,  exert  themselves 
to  repel  our  most  inveterate  enemies. 

Nixon's  Prophecies  are  by  some  persons  thought  fables, 
yet,  by  what  has  come  to  pass,  it  is  now  thought,  and  verj 
plainly  appears,  that  most  of  them  have  proved  or  will 
prove  true ;  for  which  reason,  we  have  all  occasion  no^ 
only  to  exert  our  utmost  might  to  repel  by  force  our  ene- 
mies, but  to  return  from  our  abandoned  and  wicked  course 
of  life,  and  make  our  continual  prayers  te  ©-ad  for  protec- 
tion and  -safety, ' 
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